
file:////suf-fp-001a/Users$/EShortell/CFRT/Newsletter/CFRT%20Summer%20Newsletter.htm

From: esc1102585203317_1102418447933_5@in.constantcontact.com on behalf of Megan Pulvermacher & Suffolk 
CFRT [Megan.Pulvermacher@state.ma.us] 
Sent: Thursday, July 16, 2009 1:43 PM 
To: Shortell, Erin (DAA) 
Subject: Child Fatality Review 

 

Suffolk County Child Fatality Review Team 
Summer 2009

 

 
 Office of Suffolk County 

District Attorney  
Daniel F. Conley  

 

 

Fast Facts 

This newsletter examines two issues: the risks associated with teen driving and 
the dangers of an infant co-sleeping with an adult.  It is the goal of the Suffolk 
County CFRT to share information regarding preventable child deaths.  We hope 
that by increasing awareness of child deaths, we can work together to prevent 
child fatalities in Massachusetts. Please share this information with others.  
 
Knowledge is Power!  
Learn about why kids die and what we can do to prevent it.

Case Example 1 
Cause of Death: Blunt Trauma, Motor Vehicle Accident - Passenger  
Age at Death: Teenager
  
The child fatality review revealed the following:

●     Teenager was a passenger in a two-door sports car; 
●     Driver of the vehicle was a teenage male;  
●     Driver was weaving between cars at a high rate of speed; 
●     Accident occurred at night; 
●     Passenger was not wearing a seatbelt; 
●     Passenger was ejected from the car;  
●     Car was an unregistered motor vehicle;  
●     Driver was discharged from the hospital with minor injuries; and  

●     Driver had turned 16 five months prior to the accident, therefore driving 
with a learner's permit.  

This case presented several risk factors which are commonly seen in teenage 
motor vehicle fatalities; high rate of speed, male driver, reckless driving, and lack 
of seatbelt use. In addition, the driver of this vehicle was in violation of 
Massachusetts' Junior Operator's License law which prohibits a passenger 
under the age of 18 being present in the vehicle within the first six months of 
licensure. (The exceptions are the passenger is an immediate family member or 
there is a passenger over the age of 21, with at least one year of valid driving 
experience, riding in the front passenger seat.) Research shows that a 16 year 
old driver is twice as likely to be involved in a fatal car accident when a teenage 
passenger is present (more info) and that the number of teenagers present in a 
vehicle is related to the likelihood of a fatal crash. Suffolk County recommends 
service providers to talk to adolescents about passenger safety and 
responsibilities. Teenage Passenger Survival Tips

file:////suf-fp-001a/Users$/EShortell/CFRT/Newsletter/CFRT%20Summer%20Newsletter.htm (1 of 3)8/3/2009 9:25:15 AM

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102585203317&s=5&e=001FZ9uTeEkVBHs6E5-fAvDYwWblhvbQZgQNu-Btu35hwRa-edYR3v3hr8kSmb7-PBzuiceI-eWbzzNTL-g_6aGYpx9qdBKisoWbsSN5FKEL_ikcwltM-8P5gt8UGkZmzXsFvF47Lm4ULA=
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1102418447933
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102585203317&s=5&e=001FZ9uTeEkVBGIEhSm0rpGi88MyIhHIoResAW9MdxOU20-Q7PZSXoLAOFFbo9WTVc6kZpP-PQjP2xu4HZVfsArql6-emHE8lTmZA39tU4WZy0YCToZ2XWriGNxHucv5E-npd95wyFCU2Z-jeWCA5rGnOZGnLNUJRvufd4B3nNxguQ=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102585203317&s=5&e=001FZ9uTeEkVBFvR2LJc092CwS1clc9GJJQPsEgi_ogW7nPmRQfN2hvFw-sNRpIr2nzFjzMCKO5_3hKr-boHkifzU2FKcEsyqf8dOtpF38TtsI-p-6eKk9cS9DBqEdufng9hmQXruN2cdXFpjYSwftqsnNQ64DduFF4fXGvUxcKq3oTu-0m1yGnXIE-cG41eMNk
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102585203317&s=5&e=001FZ9uTeEkVBHvfj1l_B5yZPuCTkD-DhqU-oB_rqoZZll3FB9qwMN3wK-U31lSpJ_AgJSeXsi2BJRR5u30eZjash8YFDkLgu24mhdyq-yulZNQ9lnprlwLI7AsFPFJvGpzHkOXxXj3CqFnOWc2_LNlqw==


file:////suf-fp-001a/Users$/EShortell/CFRT/Newsletter/CFRT%20Summer%20Newsletter.htm

In 2007, 54% of MA 
adolescents age 16-

20 who were killed in  
motor vehicle 

accidents did not use 
restraints. 

 
Teen-to-Teen Safe 

Driving Movement    
Keep the Drive  

Brutal Truths 

 
MA Junior 
Operator's 

License Information  
 Click Here

 
Teaching Your Teen 
How to be a Smart 

Passenger 
Top 10 Tips 

 

Consumer 
Product Safety 

Commission recalls  

Inflatable Baby Floats 
 

Simplicity Cribs

SIDS (Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome) is 

most common  among 
infants that are 2-4 
months of age. SIDS 

is the leading cause of 
death among infants 1-

12 months of age.
 

A Parent's Guide to 
Safe Sleep 

AAP Policy
 

Case Example 2 
Cause of Death: Sudden Infant Death while Co-Sleeping with an Adult
Age at Death: 2 months
 
The child fatality review revealed the following:

●     Infant was born at term and healthy;  
●     Infant had crib located in parent's bed room; 
●     Infant was found unresponsive in adult bed with father;  
●     Mother was at work when incident occurred; 
●     Clinic had discussed safe sleep with mother at routine visits; and 
●     Mother reported that child liked to sleep on stomach.

Each year, the majority of cases which the Suffolk County CFRT reviews are 
cases of Sudden Infant Death and many of these cases occur when infants and 
adults are sharing a sleep space.  Adult beds are not designed for infant safety. 
Adult bed pillows, sheets, and comforters can impair a baby's ability to breathe 
and may also overheat the baby. The safest place for a baby to sleep is alone in 
a crib.  The crib should be free of comforters, pillows, decorations and toys. A 
tight fitted sheet may be used to provide warmth.  The sheet should be tucked 
tightly into the sides and bottom of the crib and positioned below the infant's 
armpits. 
 
The Suffolk CFRT continues to recommend that providers talk to parents about 
safe sleep at every visit. In addition to talking to the caretaker at an appointment, 
encourage caretaker to pass safe sleep information on to others who may watch 
the child.  

National News
 
Consumer Alert: Children's Deaths Linked to Pet Doors  
Read More 
 
Suicide of Foster Child, age 7, Prompts Review of DCF Drug 
Policy (FL) Full Story  
 
Shaken Baby Cases on the Increase
Click Here 
 
One Mother's Story: Shaken Baby Syndrome (Boston) Read
 
15% of U.S. Teens Think They'll Die Young
Read Article
 
Toyota Steers Course for Teen Safety (CA) Full Article   
 
Texting While Driving Illegal in 13 States More Here 
 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 2008 Motor 
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 "Protecting Families 
at Home: Best 
Practices, New 
Products, and 

Resources" 
Webcast

Summer Safety 
Tips  

 
Pool Safety  

AAP Safety Tips
  

Window Falls  
Prevention 

 
Home Playground 

Checklist 
 

Child Care Safety 
CPSC Checklist

 "Strike Out Teen 
Suicide" Join Kevin 

Youkilis and the 
Riverside Trauma 

Center  July 25  
More Information 

Vehicle Fatalities State by State Info 

  

Child Fatality Review Team Contact  
 
 
Megan Pulvermacher
Suffolk Country CFRT Coordinator 
Email 
 
 
Lisa Riccobene 
MA State CFRT Coordinator
Email
 
 

 
Reviewing the past, Improving the 
Future.

The intended use of this newsletter is to promote education related 
to child fatalities. Please send this information to others. Child 
Fatality Review Teams work to understand the causes and decrease 
the number of preventable child deaths. Teams look at the past with 
the hope of improving the future. To view archieved newsletters 
please visit www.suffolkcac.org, programs and services -- Child 
Fatality Review Team. We cannot guarantee that all links will 
connect, nor endorse the content of the links. Please email your 
feedback, suggestions or news updates to: megan.
pulvermacher@state.ma.us 

Forward email

 
This email was sent to erin.shortell@massmail.state.ma.us by megan.pulvermacher@suf.state.
ma.us.
Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Email Marketing by

 

Children's Advocacy Center of Suffolk County | 989 Commonwealth Avenue | Boston | MA | 02215
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