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A MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR AND BOARD CHAIR
At the Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County (CAC), 2023 was an
intense year working to meet the acute and articulated needs of our
community’s most vulnerable children and their families. 

We served more than 1,600 children affected by sexual abuse, physical abuse,
commercial sexual exploitation and child trafficking. We educated over 5,800
members of our community to recognize, respond to, and prevent child
abuse. And we continue to grow and innovate to maximize the support we
provide to the children we serve, in the face of external challenges.

We launched a toolkit outlining our innovative response for missing youth
that was adopted by CACs nationwide, began delivering mental health
programming for preschool-aged children, and we reached more
professionals and caregivers than ever before with our prevention trainings.
We celebrated Susan Goldfarb’s illustrious career at the helm of the CAC after
her departure in April 2023 and two months later welcomed her successor,
Annie Marcklinger Gordon, as our Executive Director. 

The CAC’s home, the Family Justice Center, was (and continues to be) under
construction and suffered periodic flooding throughout the year. Despite
these disruptions, our dedicated staff remained focused on delivering the
best possible care to the children and families who need and deserve our no-
cost expert services. 

As you review this report, we hope you can see and feel the positive impact
the CAC is making in the lives of the children and families we serve in Suffolk
County, across the Commonwealth, and beyond. It is your partnership and
support that makes that impact possible.

Annie Marcklinger Gordon
Executive Director

Elisabeth Schadae Percelay
Chair, Board of Trustees

Annie 

Elisabeth



MISSION & VALUES

MISSION

VALUES

The Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County (CAC) is
Suffolk County’s frontline responder to reports of child sexual

abuse, serious physical abuse, and commercial sexual
exploitation of children under age 18. Our mission is to unite

public, private and community partners to ensure safety,
healing and justice for children and families impacted by

abuse, violence, and exploitation. 

With new leadership in place and a growing staff, it was
important for the team to come together and formalize and

implement the Values of the organization. After much
discussion, revision, and polishing, five values—outlined in

detail on the following pages—stood out:

Child and Family Centered • Collaborative Relationships
Courageous • Equity and Inclusion • Leadership



VALUES

CHILD & FAMILY CENTERED

We elevate and amplify the voices of the children and youth that we serve.  
We work to understand, honor, and advocate for the individual needs of
each child and youth that we serve.  
We recognize and affirm that all children are deserving of safety,
protection, care and compassion.  
We honor each child’s and family’s path to healing. 

We uphold our values in every interaction with partners,
supporters, community members, families, and

the children and youth we serve. 

COLLABORATIVE RELATIONSHIPS

We prioritize building strong and trusting relationships with families,
partners, and community members.  
We respectfully and clearly communicate the needs of the children, youth,
families, and communities we serve to raise awareness, foster prevention,
and help children heal.  
We exemplify kindness, respect, humility, and sensitivity in all of our
collaborations, with the goal of lifting the voices of those we serve. 

COURAGEOUS

We do not settle for the status quo; we take active steps to improve
systems through policy work, effective communication, and collaboration. 
We proactively take steps to overcome individual and collective barriers
that prevent us from achieving our mission, even when doing so is
challenging. 
We strive to rethink how systems and services work. 
We hold ourselves to the highest standard of care and collaboration, and
advocate for our partners to do the same. 



LEADERSHIP

We uphold and implement trauma-informed practices, promote
transparency, and advocate for systemic changes that enhance the overall
safety and wellbeing of children and youth.  
We are strategic, proactive, and consistent in meeting the needs of the
children and families of Suffolk County, ensuring that their voices are
heard. 
We keep ourselves and our community current with evolving issues and
best practices in our field by prioritizing continuous education and training. 

VALUES

EQUITY AND INCLUSION

We embrace and honor the diversity and cultural identities of our team,
families, and community while acknowledging the presence of privileges
and biases.  
We actively work to unlearn our biases, practice cultural humility, and hold
each other and systems accountable.  
We strive to make our center and services accessible and welcoming to all
regardless of their race, culture, gender, sexuality, age, ability, citizenship,
language, nationality, religion, socio-economic status, or any other
characteristics or identities.  
We are committed to dismantling systems of oppression and centering the
voices of those most impacted by those systems in our discussions and
decisions. 

We uphold our values in every interaction with partners,
supporters, community members, families, and

the children and youth we serve. 
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MEETING Increased needS

increase in Problematic Sexual
Behavior - Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy (PSB-CBT) sessions.139%
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Mental Health Therapy Sessions

increase in referrals to our Support to
End Exploitation Now (SEEN) team.
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Referrals for High-Risk & Exploited Youth

31%

The CAC is constantly adapting to
meet the needs of the children and
families we serve. In 2023, we
expanded services and trainings to
care for two populations not
previously adequately supported.

Our PSB-CBT was extended to
include children ages 3-6 years
old―making the CAC the only
agency in the state offering this
specialized intervention in-house
at no cost to families.

Additionally, our SEEN program
collaborated with our partners at
My Life My Choice to develop a
new training for professionals
focused on supporting LGBTQ+
youth. In the Identification &
Trauma-Informed Engagement of
At-Risk & Exploited LGBTQ+ Youth
professionals learn about the
specific needs of LGBTQ+ youth
who are at-risk and exploited and
discuss strategies for effectively
creating safe spaces and
empowering youth to engage with
multidisciplinary teams.

31% increase in sessions for all
therapeutic interventions.



55% INCREASE IN TOTAL TRAININGS
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76% INCREASE IN PARTICIPANTS

Connecting with the
Community

Our Training and Outreach Program has
the mission of raising awareness of child
abuse and providing professionals,
community members, and caregivers with
the skills to prevent, recognize, and
respond to the abuse and exploitation of
children. In 2023, the team did just that
and more―delivering 55% more trainings,
reaching 76% more participants, and
distributing resources at 83% more
community events than the year before.

78

121

3,344

5,887



In 2023, CAC staff provided
testimony to support survivors of

trafficking, learned from other
experts in the field right here in the

Commonwealth and across the
country, served as panelists at

national conferences, and
welcomed community partners for

an informational Open House at
the Family Justice Center.

Educating & Learning in
Suffolk County & Beyond



Coming Together
as a Team

Throughout the year, the CAC staff had several
opportunities to get to know each other better

and support the community together. 
Events included a trip to Encore Boston Harbor to help

“Feed the Funnel,” a staff retreat, and a festive Fall potluck.



“After you’ve been
exploited it’s hard to

trust anybody. 
Having adults that care 

shows us that not
everybody is there to

take advantage of you.”

―Exploited Youth

Innovative and 
Compassionate Care

With 17 years of experience, the CAC and our Support to End
Exploitation Now (SEEN) program has been a pioneer in
recovering and supporting missing youth―leading countless
teams to find youth missing across the country and bring them
back home. We took our experience and lessons learned and
created a road map for recovering and supporting missing youth. 

Launched in January 2023, the “High-Risk Missing and Exploited Youth: Guidelines for the
Multidisciplinary Team Response” toolkit was created in collaboration with the SEEN
Steering Committee and with grant funding from the National Children’s Alliance. Beyond
the recovery, this toolkit provides guidance for professionals on how to wrap a safety net
around each young person to reduce the risk of them going missing again.

What sets the CAC apart is our inclusion of expert mental health, interpersonal support,
social service, and youth-serving providers that work hand-in-hand with law enforcement.
It is not just about removing youth from harm, but, most importantly, helping them begin
to heal.

We believe every missing and exploited youth should have a specialized, expert team
driving their trauma-informed intervention. The toolkit is designed to support just that.

Associate Director Beth Bouchard and SEEN Program
Manager Sheelah Gobar presented the new toolkit at
the 2023 National Center for Victims of Crime (NCVC)

National Training Institute held in Boston.



“I am devoted to advocating for the well-being
of the children, youth, and families  in our
communities.”

― Gladys Sorto-Aviles
Family Resource Specialist and Child Fatality
Review Team Co-Lead & Coordinator

“I am passionate about improving systems of
support for children who have experienced
trauma, and by examining the data we collect
on our services, we can identify what we’re
doing well, where we can improve, and where
we can expand our services to meet the needs
of the children of Suffolk County.”

― Sam Heller
Data Analyst

“When children leave the CAC, they can
breathe again. They have the reassurance that
their bodies are ok, their bodies are normal
and healthy, not broken. I feel really good
about that.”

― Adine Latimore, DNP, MS, PPCNP-BC
SANE Pediatric Sexual Assault Nurse

What’s Our Why?
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FINANCIALS
Fiscal Year Ended July 31, 2023

EXPENSES

REVENUE

76%

11%

13%

26%

25%
8%

43%

Government Grants
In-Kind

Individual, Foundation,
& Corporate Philanthropy

Other Revenue

Program Services

Organizational
Support

Fundraising
Expenses

I’m grateful for the opportunity to
support an organization doing such

critically important work.
― CAC Donor



DONORS & FUNDERS
The Children's Advocacy Center of Suffolk County is able to offer our expert,
trauma-informed services at no cost to the children and families we serve

thanks to the generous support of the following donors and funders. 

The above lists represent donors and funders who made contributions between January 1 and December 31, 2023.  We have made
every effort to ensure the accuracy of these lists. Please let us know of any errors or omissions so that we may correct our records.

Jay and Julie Bisognano
Cummings Foundation
Dellbrook | JKS
Elite Island Resorts
Michael and Elizabeth Fish
Frank Reed & Margaret Jane
Peters Memorial Fund I, Bank
   of America, N.A., Trustee
Anne and Charles T. Hajjar
Kimberly Henry and James
   Quagliaroli
J.E. & Z.B. Butler Foundation
Josephine and Louise Crane
   Foundation
Lincoln and Therese Filene
   Foundation
Marigold Charitable Trust
Suffolk Cares Charitable
   Foundation, Inc
Torrington Properties

$20,000+

$5,000-$9,999

$2,500-$4,999

$10,000-$19,999
Boston Realty Advisors
Catholic Health Foundation
Dan and Lauren Cence
Chestnut Hill Realty
Clarke Distribution
Cornerstone Realty Capital LLC
EMBARC Studio
Emond Plumbing & Heating
Fisher Family Foundation Fund
Gretchen S. Fish and Edward A.
   Fish Associates, LLC
Allison and Earl Henry
Issues Management Group
John K. & Elizabeth W. Knorr
   Charitable Foundation
Josh Kraft

Metropolitan Cabinet &
   Countertops
Kevin P. Mohan and Anne Williams
Howard Cohen and Myra Musicant
National Development and
   Cranshaw Construction
New England Patriots Foundation
Olivella Properties
Elisabeth and Bruce Percelay
Margaret and Stephen Sahlman
Steve Sheinkopf
The Bydale Foundation
Wynn Employee Foundation
Yale Appliance

$10,000-$19,999 (cont’d)

William Adams
Atlantic Retail
Atlantis Comfort Systems
Andrew and Brandi Bonica
Boston Properties Inc.
C.C. Construction
Charlesbank Capital Partners
Colliers International
Consigli Construction
Samuel DeLois
Diversified Funding Inc.
Drew Company
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation
Eastern Retail Properties, Inc.
Faros Properties
Florence Electric
Jack and Carol Harrington
Heath Properties
Keystone Strategy, LLC
Kitching Partners, LLC
Peabody Properties, Inc.
RayCon Construction

Superior Plumbing Inc.
Martin J. Walsh
Wayne J. Griffin Electric, Inc.
Jason and Tana Weissman

$5,000-$9,999 (CONT’D)

ACS Services Inc.
Alliant Insurance Services, Inc.
Frances M. Anthes
Eric Barnes
Brookline Bank
Citizens Bank
City Realty, City Kids Inc.
Tom Clarke
Davis
Laura and Miguel de Icaza
First Nick Painting Company
Grove Property Group Boston
Andrew Harris
Hinckley Allen
Justice Resource Institute Inc.,
My Life My Choice
Dennis Kelleher
Stephen R. Kitching
Joe Marcklinger
Maria and Ryan McPadden
Mechanics Cooperative Bank
Metro Walls
Michelle and Patrick Wilson
Kristina and Matthew Morgan
NEI General Contracting
Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP
Brett and Jennifer Pagani
John Pentore
Edward Petras
Prellwitz Chiliniski Associates
Roxbury Youthworks
Mark Sinatro



DONORS & FUNDERS

The above lists represent donors and funders who made contributions between January 1 and December 31, 2023.  We have made
every effort to ensure the accuracy of these lists. Please let us know of any errors or omissions so that we may correct our records.

$2,500-$4,999 (CONt’D)
Douglas Smith
Amanda Teo and Stephen Gordon
The Boulos Company
Turner Brothers, LLC
Meredith Weenick
EJ and Lori Whelan
Woods & Gil Family Foundation

$1,000-$2,499
David Abrams
August Consulting, PLLC
Caroline and Joshua Beer
Dave and Katie Beeston
Kate and Kent Bennett
Andrea and Tate Bevis
Bosen & Associates, PLLC
Building Envelope Systems LLC
Christina and Zachary Canter
Castle Hill Inn
David Chilinski
Andrew and Emily Cleary
Harris Collins
Daniel and Tricia Conley
Brian and Jayna Cooney
James Cooper and Jennifer Lee
   Palchanis
Reverend Wayne Daley
Joanna and Peter Davos
Caitlyn DiCillo
Eden Properties
Rushika Fernandopulle
Peter G. Flaherty
Micheal Fotiades
Marissa Gentile
Glidden & Brescher PC
Jeff and Tali Goldstein
Gary and Susan Graham
Heidi Gray Berkley
Andrew Iglowski
Robert Keith
Peter Laufer
Kevin Lehrer
Mandy Li and Daniel Fu

$1,000-$2,499 (CONt’D)
Karen Losi
Mandarin Oriental Boston
Jamie and Rita Moore
Mike Moran
Anjan and Kay Mukherjee
Beth Myers
Non Profit Capital Management LLC
PerkinElmer
Point32Health
Greg Porcaro
Erin Powers and Kim Sebastiao
Theresa M. Regan
Rockland Trust Bank
Suzanne Rothschild
Paul Rufo and Nancy Power
Saks Fifth Avenue
Lorraine and Richard Sebastiao
SFP Wealth LLC
Rebecca Shilling
Site Design Engineering, LLC
Chanda and Jerry Smart
Charles and Susan Spurlock
Andrew and Nancy Stempler
Lynne Sullivan
Laura Therrien
Cate Tompkins
Town Fair Tire Foundation
Michael Cragg and Rachel V. van der 
   Voort
Brooke and Devon Welles

$500-$999
Mary Anthes
Matthew Anthes-Washburn
Delayne Austin
ba&sh
Boch Center
Boston Bruins Foundation
Nick Caldwell
Colin and Mary Coleman
Commonwealth Sports Club
John Connelly

$500-$999 (CONT’D)
Peter Considine
Salvatore Degeorge
Pete Doucet
Jamie Dupuy
Allie and Zachary Farkes
FBI Boston Citizens Academy
   Alumni Association Inc.
Evan Griffith
Isabel Hardy
John Houghton
Brian & Meredith Hurley
Brian Keith
Barbara Leahy
Elisabeth Martin
Elisabeth E. McCord
Melanie McLaughlin
Gregg Mikolaities
Richard Millian
John and Kristin Montgomery
Daniel Mulhern
Daniel Mulloy
John E. Murphy
Jennifer Nassour
Chris Parker
Lindsey Peterson Black
Veronica Rodriguez
Andrew Saccone
Ronald Sandler
Hayden Smith
Mark Sommer
Aiyana Spencer-Lakes
Ben Starr
Total Wine & More
UnitedHealth Group
UPPAbaby
Mike Walker
Meredith K. Wood and Mark
   Arbonies
Heidi Wu



DONORS & FUNDERS

The above lists represent donors and funders who made contributions between January 1 and December 31, 2023.  We have made
every effort to ensure the accuracy of these lists. Please let us know of any errors or omissions so that we may correct our records.

$250-$499
Bloomingdale's
Robert Carter
Michael Cashel
Rebecca Chase
Luis Chiriboga
Christine Choy
John Conroy
Beck Dangler
David Deakin
Lauren Desrosiers
Gayle Dublin
Deborah Ecker
Kelly Gallagher
Rosa Garcia
Michael Gates
Susan E. Goldfarb and Greg Blass
Joshua Goldhaber
Allison Goodwin
Earl M. Gordon
Rebecca Heist
Bill Hennigan
Meredith Lamont
Adine Latimore
Hillery Lee
Annie Marcklinger and Jeff Gordon
Audrey Mark
Sarah McEvoy
Carol McKean
Jean K. Michaels
Jack Nolan
Donna J. Patalano
Will Patterson
Pazza on Porter - Boston Amici Group
Luciano Petruzziello
Mini A. Polumbaum
Mike Samuels
David and Lisa Sawyer
Sean Scanlon
Senné Real Estate Agency
Michael Shikoluk
Maura Turner
Martine Wurst



STAFF & INTERNS
Annie Marcklinger Gordon | Executive Director

Gladys Sorto-Aviles | Family Resource Specialist
Sarah Austin, MSW | Consultant
Madeline Bacon, MSW, LCSW | Mental Health Clinician
Elizabeth M. Bouchard, MPH | Associate Director
Nicole Bresnahan | Development Coordinator
Erica Chepulis, MSW, LCSW | Training Program Manager
Lakeisha Clayton | Operations Consultant 
Emily Cutts, MSW, LCSW | MDT Coordinator/Forensic Interviewer
Samantha DeLois, MA, NCC | Mental Health Clinician 
Marcela Familiar-Bolaños, MSW | Mental Health Clinician
Sheelah Gobar, MS | SEEN Program Manager
Catalina Gutierrez-Perez, MSW, LICSW | Director of Mental Health & Advocacy
Sam Heller, MPH | Data Analyst
Sophie Jordan | SEEN Case Coordinator
Adine Latimore, DNP, MS, PPCNP-BC, SANE | Pediatric Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner
Maria Carolina Massiani, LMHC | Mental Health Program Manager
En Ci Mong | Community Outreach Coordinator
Alyssa Santiago | Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) Program Assistant/Northeastern Coop
Kim Sebastiao | Chief of Development & External Affairs
Alex Spurlock, MSW, LICSW | Mental Health Clinician
Mara Steed | SEEN Program Assistant/Northeastern Coop
Lauren Sterling | Clinical Intern/Simmons University MSW
Catherine Tootell, MSW, LICSW | MDT Manager/Forensic Interviewer
Vanessa Vicente | Forensic Interviewer
Alisia L.L. Waller | Operations Associate

26
Staff Members 

& Interns

15
Board Members

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Elisabeth Schadae Percelay, Chair | Managing Director, International Tax Services, Ernst & Young

Jay Bisognano, Vice Chair | Founder & Principal, Torrington Properties
Meredith Weenick, Treasurer I Executive Vice President, Harvard University

Kimberly Henry Quagliaroli, Secretary | Consultant

Daniel Cence | ‎Chief Executive Officer, Issues Management Group
Alexandra Clark | Senior Vice President, WS Asset Management

Danielle Drummond | Vice President of Social Equity, Ascend Wellness Holdings (AWH)
Michael Fish | President & Chief Executive Officer, Dellbrook|JKS

Peter Flaherty | Consultant, Esplanade Strategies
Jack Harrington | Chief Executive Officer, New Boston Strategies

Daniel P. Mulhern | Partner, Nutter McClennen & Fish LLP
Steve Sheinkopf | Chief Executive Officer, Yale Appliance
Chanda Smart | Chief Executive Officer, The OnyxGroup 

Amanda Teo | Lawyer and Strategic Consultant
Jason Weissman | Founder & Senior Partner, Boston Realty Advisors

Gary Graham, Emeritus | GMI Architects

WHO WE ARE



HEALING
STARTS HERE

CONTACT US :

suffolkcac.org

info@suffolkcac.org

989 Commonwealth Avenue | Boston, MA 02215

FOLLOW US :
/CACSuffolk

@Suffolk_CAC

@SuffolkCAC

Search: Children’s Advocacy Center of Suffolk County

@SuffolkCAC


